The Situation at the End of 1916
continued to fight at our side. This simple reasoning shows convincingly that when we made our offer, we were genuinely ready for a peace of justice and reconciliation.
The Entente's rejection of our advances, on this and every subsequent occasion, shows equally clearly that they did not want negotiations that might reveal to the world our sincere desire for peace. They feared that this would lead to a weakening* of the desire for our destruction in their own camp, and wished also that peace, when it came, should be definitely a peace of defeat and prostration for us.
Meanwhile President Wilson had at last, on the iSth December, addressed a Note to all the belligerent Powers, inviting an expression of " their views as to the terms on which the war could be brought to an end/1 The President apparently desired to compare the demands of both sides and arrive at a compromise. He had in mind a peace without victors or vanquished. The Note was delivered on the 2ist December. The German Government had been informed of the President's intention in November. After his long hesitation they were by this time in doubt as to whether the President would in fact carry out his intention. I do not, however, know their line of reasoning in any detail.
As early as the 26th December the Governments of the Quadruple Alliance proposed an early conference of representatives of the belligerents in some neutral country. They were at variance with Wilson's proposals to the extent that they prefegj:ed direct negotiations with their opponents ; this may well have been, in part, due to regard for the strong trend of public opinion in Germany against the United States. The Entente, however, remained wholly unconciliatory. Their answer of the I2th January was a confirmation of the Note of the soth December, perhaps even still more strongly imbued with their lust of destruction. This answer voiced the iron will of Lloyd George who at the beginning of December had formally taken over the reins of Government in England. It is useful to re-read the Entente Notes on our offer of peace and Wilson's Note. The judgment of many people as to the possibility of a peace of understanding will then become clearer
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